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	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Tuesday, 20 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: 
Tropical Storm Rita is now a Category 2 hurricane, with 100 MPH sustained winds. 

IHS Areas are in the process of submitting the approved deployment lists of US Public Health Services Officers for Katrina and Rita. 

The recovery mission for the victims of Hurricane Katrina continues.

	OUTLOOK DATA: Hurricane Rita (100 mph) continues to strengthen as it swirls through the Straits of Florida lashing the Florida Keys with bursts of heavy rain and strong winds. Wind gusts so far have peaked at 78 mph at Sombrero Key. A hurricane warning remains in effect for the Keys and all along the south Florida coast from just south of Florida City (on the southeast coast) to Chokoloskee on the southwest coast.

In addition to the violent squalls, isolated tornadoes are possible in the Keys and also farther north across the southern end of Florida. 
	ACTION DATA: Because of the continuing recovery mission for Hurricane Katrina and the potential of Hurricane Rita striking Florida and other Gulf States, Sid Caesar, the IHS Incident Commander has asked each of the Areas formulate and submit a list of available IHS Public Health Service Officers. 

The Areas have been asked to consider minimum staffing and supervisor approval when submitting this list.  The list should include all disciplines that each Area has available.
	SAFETY DATA: When a HURRICANE WATCH is issued for your part of the coast this indicates the possibility that you could experience hurricane conditions within 36 hours. 
 
When a HURRICANE WARNING is issued for your part of the coast this indicates that sustained winds of at least 74 mph are expected within 24 hours.
	STATISTICS DATA: Storm surge flooding of 4 to 6 feet above normal tide levels is forecast for the Keys in areas of onshore flow. Heavy surf is accompanying the surge. Rainfall totals of 6 to 8 inches are expected, although isolated amounts of up to 12 inches are not out of the question. 

Rita is forecast to continue on a westward track into the Gulf of Mexico this afternoon and evening, quite likely powering up into a dangerous major hurricane (winds over 110 mph) by morning. Later in the week, Rita is expected to shift to a more northwesterly course. Thus, all residents along the western Gulf Coast, especially those in Texas, should pay close attention to Rita's future path.

 
	FEDERAL DATA: Hurricane Rita ESF-8 Update

ESF-8 Public Health and Medical Services Status:  Activated

Florida

• Evacuation of hospital patients from the Florida Keys is nearly complete. The remaining 25 patients are scheduled for transport to local hospitals.

• Florida nursing home patients are being evacuated via ground transportation.

Louisiana

• Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary’s Emergency Response Team (SERT) #8 is preparing an evacuation plan for field assets in Louisiana once an evacuation order has been given.

• HHS Secretary’s Emergency Response Team (SERT) is coordinating with FEMA personnel on the ground to ensure coordinated delivery of health care services once the evacuees have been moved. The number of evacuees is expected to be extremely low.

Texas

• An HHS SERT Team is rostered and will be deployed to provide Field Command and Control for ESF-8 following landfall of Hurricane RITA.

• HHS currently has Federal Medical Shelters staged. Capability is to provide low acuity care to displaced persons after landfall. 

• Push Packs of medical supplies and material are available through the Strategic National Stockpile

	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 70s. Light and variable winds. 

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 90s. Light and variable winds becoming northeast around 10 mph in the afternoon. 

Wednesday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 70s. Light and variable winds becoming northeast less than 10 mph after midnight. 

	CURRENT CONTINUED: HHS SECRETARY’S TEN POINT PROGRAM  FOR NEW ORLEANS

1) USNS Comfort - housing some deployed personnel - but planning to come to New Orleans.  FEMA asks that health care workers sign up to live in “trailer city”.  

The Comfort could be used as an escape mechanism for patients if next storm  comes.

2) Five hospitals currently open - E. Jefferson, W. Jefferson, Oschner, Northshore, & St Charles.  (Hospital census 487 beds occupied, 360 beds available)

3) Tenet trying to facilitate reopening of Kenner and Meadowcrest. Kenner initiating care using a DMAT on 9/19.  PHS Team and CDC Team moving there

4) Kindred Shelter operation open  staffed by DMAT

5) Charity Hospital cleaning up in preparation for opening. Touro Hospital Infirmary Emergency Dept standing up 9/21. 

6) Memorial and Lindy-Boggs Hospitals - total loss.  Assessment ongoing.

7) CDC public health team working closely with PHS Team New Orleans

8) Kindred Command Post stood up.

9) SAMHSA working with Team New Orleans (2 SAMHSA personnel at cruise ships, 5 SAMHSA personnel on site)

10) Daily conference calls with local command - ongoing
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